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Life support skills training for Ambulance Crews

Twenty four GHA Ambulance staff have been commended for attaining a high
average pass rate of 84% in a recent life saving skills course. The course covered
essential topics such as defibrillation, (use of an electric current to re-start a heart)
and road traffic extrication. The GHA has been working closely with South East
Coast Ambulance Service (SECAMB,) who provided the expert trainer for the course.
Nigel Roberts, Tutor and Paramedic, said, “I was impressed by the professionalism
and interest shown by all course participants on this programme. This is an excellent
result.”
Dr David Mc Cutcheon, CEO of GHA said “This is course was commissioned by the
GHA as part of our strategy to develop and enhance the ambulance service following
its move into the GHA in 2007. I am extremely proud of these results and
congratulate our staff. “Six members of the City Fire Brigade also benefited from
attending the programme.

The crews were awarded their course certificate on Tuesday 7 July 2009 by the
Honourable Yvette Del Agua, Minister for Health and Civil Protection. Michael
Valarino was commended for his significant achievement in completing the eighteen
month training programme to qualify him as an Ambulance Tutor. This course
included teaching new students the necessary skills to develop as paramedics, as
well as learning teaching techniques from other experienced ambulance tutors. Mr
Valarino is already offering locally based training to both the GHA and to the Fire
Service, which has been well received by staff. In presenting the awards, Mrs Del
Agua said, “I am very pleased with the overall high results on the part of the GHA
ambulance crews and City Fire Brigade personnel. For the first time, we have
Gibraltar’s own Ambulance Tutor who fulfils UK training standards. Based on the
commitment and enthusiasm shown by our ambulance crews during the length of this
course, I am confident that more will follow in Michael Valarino’s footsteps”.
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